Date : 10/01/ 2012
Evénement : Christi’s, Salon des

(Crétanire

‘The Advisor

HAUTE COUTURE: One of Ambre's fashion creations

Christie’s to hold first
Cambodian art auction

BY TOTALLYRANDOMMAN

One of the world's most
esteemed auction houses is
poised to stage its first ever
event in Cambodia.

Christie's, founded in Lon-
don in 1766, is synonymous
with fine art and today boasts
offices around the world, in-
cluding in London, New York,
Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amster-
dam, Dubai, and Hong Kong.

In March, it will hold an
auction at the Sofitel Hotel in
Phnom Penh to mark the cul-
mination of The Creators Ex-
hibition 2012 and raise much-
needed funds to support
Cambodia’s next generation
of artists. The exhibition, now
in its third year, highlights the
work of artists, crafismen and
designers based here in Cam-
bodia.

This year's event, due to

be held at the No Problem
colonial villa on Street 178
between March 3 and 11,
will include fashion designs
by Ambre; sculptural work in
bamboo, rattan and metal by
Sopheap Pich; and graffiti-
inspired canvasses by Khmer-
Kiwi pensmith Peap Tarr. In
total, more than 20 artists and
designers are expected to
showcase their creations.

Christie’s has pledged to
auction the pick of the exhib-
its, with proceeds going to
Cambodia Living Ar, an as-
sociation that supports young
Cambodian artists.

The exact date and time of
the auction have yet to be con-
firmed. To find out more about
The Creators Exhibition, visit
www.recreation-cambodia.
com.



BA THENATION ONSUNDAY April 1, 2012

CAMBODIAN Minister of Commerce Cham Prasidh, laft, |ooks 2t a Matthew Tito Cuenca palnting during 8 charity auction i Phnom Penh recentiy,

CAMBODIAN ARTISTS TAKE THE LIMELIGHT

DEUTSCHE PRESSE-AGENTUR
F'hnesm Fenh

ﬂum the nr?;nnrks of tﬁ £ ital’s
nin, eries to the distinct

Ed:IE;‘: uffﬂﬁlgu evolving in the

mmﬂmmtuw of Battambang,

Cambodian artis increasingly reach-

g o ghobal masket.

Cambodia’s home-grown artists
nre showing in major Asian cities
such as Hong Kong and Sin

A season of Cambodian art is alse
planmed for New York in 2018 while
auction hose Christie’s i= holding
it first=alein the Kingdom in March,

Central tothe buzs that artists are
bcﬁi'rmingtn attract are the diverse
influences that have shaped their
lives and work.

“Artists have two obvious wells of

mspiration: first, Cambodia's
ous history of highly detailed and
ornamented temples and murals,

and secomdly, the naive, emotional-

g t arganise
Christic's charity sabe oo March 11.
The changes bronght by rapid
economic and development
are also influencing creative minds.
“You are seeing artists responding

to mdn.— swliticnl implications with

t.ll of nrgency” said Kate
O%Eru, manager of Romeet Gallery
in Phnam P;E;: who has seen
ineTeasing oo rs of Internation-
al collectors enter the country.

“The energy and motivation of
these artists combing the wradition-
&l Cambodian visual lineage with
new aesthetics to reflect on contem-
porary izsues that are local, bat have

FESPOATICE.

One such artist |5 Hour Seyha
whaose wgri?ﬁi “Waiting ﬁg
Sunrise” Exvperiancs
child labour.

In bis early teens he worked in
Thailand, at times o sup-
part his mgammuh family. He
returmed to Cambodia alone at 15,

Hour, who is now in his early 204,
lived in an orphanage before even-
tually starting art classes at
Battambeng-hased charity Phare

Panle Selfpak.
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CHAM Frasidh observes an artwork by
artis! Chanmanyroth.

symbal of fear.
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society;” he said.

Fellow Phare Ponlen Selpak
alumni Nov Cheanick, whose wark
is currently on display at the Four
Rising Talants from Scuth-East Asia
exhibition at 10 Chancery Lane

Galleryin Hong Eong, is alsoexplor-
the nsture of modern m
im-ﬁuﬂis th:hm
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proceeds set to be donated to the
Ton= mmtll;mul organisation
It helps aupput Cambodian art
forms from traditional dancing to
upgpetry, manyofwhich were near-
wiped out under the eultural
niliilismofthe Khmer Rouge regime
from 131?5!:015?5. d
Wi intings and seul ]
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known artists up for grabs; awctbon
organisers said intermational buyers
are finding prooy hidders to snap up

5 lots. Pieces set to be sobd include

Pich

er Sam

wark by contemparary scul
S-:I;p-heap and mask m
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I 2001, Christie's saw record sales
ofAszian art at TSS90 millon B2y
billion), & 17-per-cent increaze on
2010,

Christie’s auctionesr Lionel
Gosset is to travel to Phoom Peahto
holdthesale. He said he believes that
2% Cambodi s up, its “rich Artis-
tie movement” will be ssen.
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Christie’s First Southeast Asia
Auction to Be in Phnom Penh

BY MICHELLE VACHON
THE CAMBODIA DAILY

The Paris office of Christie’s auc-
tion house will hold its first auction
in Southeast Asia next month in
Phnom Penh.

Held on March 11, this will be the
closing event of this year’s designer
show Salon des Createurs, said Ma-
deleine de Langalerie, the show’s
coordinator, who approached Chris-
tie’s with the idea of holding an art
auction featuring works by some of
Cambodia’s leading artists, design-
ers and craftsmen.

“The intention is to give the artists
the opportunity to appraise their
works” on a marketplace ruled by
international standards such as
those of Christie’s, Ms. de Langa-
lerie said yesterday.

Pieces auctioned will include
about 40 works by artists such as
Sopheap Pich and Em Riem, and
fashion designers including Romy-
da Keth of Ambre boutique and
Eric Raisina.

The international auction house,
which has offices in 32 countries,
does not conduct commercial auc-
tions outside its salesrooms, Ms. de

Langalerie noted, so proceeds from

this auction will go to the NGO
Cambodia Living Arts, which en-
ables master artists to train young
artists from poor neighborhoods.

The auction catalogue is being
prepared at Christie’s in Paris and
will arrive with the auctioneer on
March 9, but people will be able to
see the pieces to be auctioned at
the design show, which opens
March 3.

This auction will be a first for
Christie’s, said Matthew Cuenca, a
former design director for Bill Blass
and head designer for Oleg Cassini
Couture, who is handling market-
ing and public relations for the
show and auction.

“Christie’s has offices in Singa-
pore and Thailand, but they've never
done a salon-style art auction outside
of their own facilities,” he said. “So
this will actually be their debut live
auction in all of Southeast Asia.”

For Christie’s, which registered
$5.5 billion in global art sales in 2010
and S3.2 hillion in the first half of
2011, Mr. Cuenca said, “It made
common sense for them to pursue
Southeast Asian art, including
Cambodian contemporary art, as it
starts to progress.”
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Marion Institute

CLA Beneficiary of Christie's First Live Auction in _
South-East Asia B3 share This

Posted by Marion on 2.16.2012

Eambudlan Living Arts. ThIS WI" be the first ever live auction by
the company in the Southeast Asian region and it will feature up
to 40 works of art and design created by some of Cambodia’s
finest artists, designers and craftsmen, as well as international
,' . artists inspired by Cambodia.

% An onsite preview of the auction items will take place that moming from
e 11:00 AM to 2:00 PM. with the live auction commencing at 3:00 PM.
W Preregistration of auction bidding paddles are available at the following
confirmed” Embassies two weeks before the auction: US Embassy,
French Embassy, German Embassy, British Embassy and Australian
Embassy. Several other Embassies have addressed their interest in
hosting preregistration. An updated list of paricipating Embassies will
be made as soon as confirmations from the interested parties are received. Sponsors for this groundbreaking
event include Hotel Scofitel Phnom Penh Phokeethra, CityStar, Institut Francais du Cambodge, Brains
Communication, Smart Mobile, Air France, Cambodia Airports., RMA Cambodia, Hotel Phum Baitang, Le
Moon and Mokor Group

Christie's is a world recognized and respected auction house founded in 1766 by James Christie. Chnistie’s
conducted the greatest auctions of the 18th, 19h and 20th centuries, and today remains a popular
showcase for the unique and the beautiful. Christie's offers over 450 sales annually in over B0 categories,
including all areas of fine and decorative arts, jewelry, photographs, collectibles, wine, and more. Prices
range from $200 to over $80 million. Christie's has 53 offices in 32 countries and 10 salerooms around the
world including in London, Mew York, Paris, Geneva, Milan, Amsterdam, Dubai and Hong Kong. Christie’s
also offers its clients worldwide access to its sales through Christie's LIVE™, its unigue, realtime online
bidding service. Christie's has a reported 2010 Global Art Sales of $5.5 billion dollars in 2010 and a reported
53.2 billion in the first half for 2011 alone; not including the recent record-breaking auction results from the
Elizabeth Taylor auction of $135 million dollars.

The Salon des Créateurs is a Cambodian Art & Design Exhibition and Invitational. i is produced by
Recreation, a non-profit arts organization dedicated to the promotion and support of Cambodian Arts and
Design. Recreation was founded by Madeleine de Langalerie in 2010 and this year it celebrates its third
annual Salon de Créateurs at the historic, French-colonial building at “Mo Problem Park.”

For more information wisit: www recreation-cambodia.com
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Event

Feb 22, 2012 - 10:57 am No Comments

Discovery, Encounters, Exchanges
Cambodia is a meeting point for many designers, artists, designers, artisans, fashion designers inspired by its
culture and who used the products and commeadities of the country.

The artists and creators show, which will begin on March 4, invites you to {reldiscover major creators.Sharing
and exchange are at the heart of this second edition, with thoughtful dialogues in the luxuriant garden of the «

Mo Problem = colonial villa.

A circuit, imagined by more than twenty Cambodian and international artists, will transport us to different
universes where we can appreciate works freely, while interacting totally with the site, since the new creations

will use this circuit as its raw material.

Ma one is enclosed in his own bubble. Atmospheres come together, assemble, and then disappear,

This is an invitation to discovery, exchange, and wonderment.

Auction sale by Christie’s

Following the exhibition on March 2012, Christie’s will conduct an auction to sell a choice of art pieces. The
benefits of the sale will go to *Cambaodia Living Art,” an association that supports young Cambodian artists.ltis
the very first time that Christie's comes to Cambodia for such an event. This represents an honor and great
opportunity for Cambodian Designers to evaluate their artworks on the international market.
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MARCHE DE L'ART - Christie's organise la

premiere vente aux encheres au Cambodge
Ecrit par LePetitJournal Cambodge

C T.I--II{IESTIE‘S

Pour sa seconde édition, le Salon des Créateurs (du 3 au 13 mars 2012) propose un événement
inédit : une vente aux enchéres Christie’s — la toute premiére a se tenir au Cambodge. Lionel
Gosset, directeur des Inventaires chez Christie’s, présidera cet événement. Il nous fait le point
sur les enjeux de cette vente et sur les évolutions du marché de I’art cambodgien.

Aprés 20 ans passeé chez Drouot, Lionel Gosset a rejoint Christie’s en janvier 2002, ou il est nommeé
directeur des inventaires et du développement de Christie’s en province. En septembre dernier,
lorsque Madeleine de Langalerie, I’une des initiatrices du Salon des créateurs a Phnom Penh, le
contacte pour lui proposer de clore cette année le Salon par une vente aux encheres, il est
enthousiasmé par le projet et accepte de le diriger. A une dizaine de jours de cet événement inédit
au Cambodge, qui se tiendra a I’hdtel Sofitel, Lionel Gosset évoque pour nous ses principaux
enjeux.

LePetitJournal.com Cambodge : La vente aux enchéres du 11 mars est la premiére a se tenir au
Cambodge, mais Christie’s était-elle déja implanté en Asie du Sud-Est ?

Lionel Gosset : Christie’s est installée en Asie du Sud-Est depuis des décennies. Le lieu de vente
est Hong Kong, qui tient aujourd’hui la deuxiéme place au monde par son résultat. L’ Asie du Sud-
Est est un acteur incontournable du marché de I’art, qui s’intéresse tout aussi bien aux arts
asiatiques qu’a I’art contemporain local, aux arts décoratifs du XXe siécle, qu’a I’art
impressionniste & moderne.


http://www.lepetitjournal.com/culture-cambodge/96797-marche-de-l-art-christie-s-organise-la-premiere-vente-aux-encheres-au-cambodge.html�
http://www.lepetitjournal.com/culture-cambodge/96797-marche-de-l-art-christie-s-organise-la-premiere-vente-aux-encheres-au-cambodge.html�

En tant qu’expert du marché de I’art, que pouvez-vous nous dire du tissu artistiqgue cambodgien,
et plus particulierement des artistes de la vente ?

C’est en travaillant sur cette vente que j’ai découvert moult artistes aux talents encore méconnus.
Que ce soit dans le domaine de la peinture, de la sculpture, des bijoux ou de la couture, on retrouve
la grande tradition artistique de ce pays par sa richesse créatrice. Le Cambodge est encore un jeune
pays dont les artistes sont d’excellents ambassadeurs, et je ne doute pas que certains d’entre eux
atteindront des cotes internationales.

L’ensemble des artistes qui ont confié des ceuvres dans la vente sont d’origine khmer. Beaucoup
d’entre eux ont fui ou subi les années sanglantes durant lesquelles I’étude des Beaux-Arts devait
étre réduite a sa plus simple expression. Certains d’entre eux ont donc été formés a I’étranger mais
ils sont revenus, attachés a leur patrie, et avec le sentiment que leur place était au Cambodge.

Que ""gagne™ Christie dans cette vente aux enchéres ?

Il s’agit d’une vente de charité, Christie’s ne percoit donc aucun honoraires sur les prix
d’adjudication. Le lot est adjugé net de frais. On ne peut pas comparer une vente traditionnelle a
une vente de charité. Une vente de charité s’adresse a un public plus restreint, moins international
donc les adjudications ont moins d’impact. Néanmoins c’est un bon moyen, si la presse s’empare
des résultats, de se faire connaitre a une public plus large. Les artistes n’ont pas été sélectionnés
pour la vente, ce sont eux qui ont proposé leurs ceuvres afin de venir en aide a I’association
Cambodia Living Arts dont le premier but est de venir en aide aux jeunes artistes. C’est leur
maniere a eux de tendre la main aux plus jeunes, qui sont le futur rayonnement du Cambodge.

Quels genre d’acheteurs attendez-vous ? Amateurs ou professionnels ? Exclusive ment étrangers
ou également khmers ?

Le fait que les ceuvres soient exposées pendant le Salon des Créateurs devrait faire venir beaucoup
d’amateurs. De plus c’est la premiere fois qu’un marteau va s’abattre sur un pupitre pour adjuger 46
ceuvres apres une bataille d’encheres, en tous cas c’est ce que je souhaite. Il y aura certainement un
phénomene de curiosité de la part de la population locale et puis le « bouche a oreille » est souvent
la meilleure publicité.

Y a-t-il une volonté justement d’intéresser davantage la population locale, qui n’ont pas
forcément la connaissance du fonctionnement des enchéres ?

Je suis tres heureux de faire connaitre Christie’s et le monde des encheres aux cambodgiens. Peut-
étre méme certains d’entre eux vont-ils se laisser entrainer par ce nouveau jeu des enchéres et seront
demain des acheteurs potentiels a Hong Kong, Geneve, Londres, New York ou Paris avant d’étre
apres-demain les vendeurs sur ces mémes lieux de vente. Notre site Internet permet de surfer sur les
ventes que nous organisons sur les cing continents dans les 80 spécialités que nous développons.
C’est une premiere approche et nous sommes la pour répondre aux questions, ou interrogations que
les cambodgiens peuvent se poser ou les conseiller dans leur collection.

Un petit livret de la vente sera disponible dans lequel est expliqué dans une premiere partie le
déroulement, les conditions pour enchérir, les moyens de paiement- dans une deuxieme partie la
présentation des artistes et le descriptif des ceuvres.

Le fait qu’une vente aux enchéres Christie’s se tiennent a Phnom Penh, cela dit-il quelque chose,
selon vous, de I’évolution du Cambodge ?

Faire découvrir une chose a quelgu’un est pour moi I’essence méme de notre passage sur terre.
Faire découvrir Christie’s et le monde des ventes aux encheres a un pays qui il y a quelques
décennies etait meurtri, c’est une bouffée d’oxygene et I’assurance d’une volonté de découvrir et
d’aller de I’avant, a I’image du Cambodge aujourd’hui.



Salon des créateurs, seconde édition : du 3 au 10 mars 2012, a la Villa No Problem. 11h a 20h.

Christie's Art Auction Benefitting Cambodian Living Arts : le 11 mars 2012 a 11h a I'Hotel
Sofitel.

Propos recueillis par Céline Ngi (http://www.lepetitjournal.com/cambodge) Lundi 27 février
2012
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—— Art Media Agency —

Christie’s puts its first foot in Cambodia with Charity auction
Phnom Penh, 28 February, 2012, Art Media Agency (AMA). W Tweet

For the first time in Cambodia, the Cambodia Living Art association is organizing a rummage sale
under the supervision of Lionel Gosset, acctioneer and Director of the "Inventaires” department at
Christie’s France. Interviewed by lePetitlournaloom, he claimed to be "wery happy to introdoce
Christie’s and the awction world to Cambodia®.

46 works, donated by various artists to the event, will be put on sale on next 11 March. Profits will go
to Cambodia Living Art, an organisation dedicated towards supporting artistic creation amongst the
youth of the country.

This event is running alongside the second edition of the Salon des Créateurs which is taking place in
the Cambodian capital from 3 to 13 March 2012,
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FEATURE: Cambeodia's art revolution reaches global market
& Printer-Friendly

PHMNOM PEMH, Feb 29, 2012 (dpa - McClatchy-Tribune Information Services via COMTEX) - From
the artworks of the capital's burgeoning galleries to the distinct school of design evolving in the
north-western town of Battambang, Cambodian art is increasingly reaching a global market. il Share Article

T Text Size =1 &

%2 Translate

Cambodia's home-grown artists are showing in major Asian cities such as Hong Kong and
Singapore. A season of Cambodian art is also planned for New York in 2013 while auction house
Christie's is holding its first sale in the Kingdom in March.

FOLLOW ME
Central to the buzz that artists are beginning to attract are the diverse influences that have | | ON TWITTER ~
shaped their lives and work. e

"Artists have two obvious wells of inspiration: first, Cambodia's glorious history of highly detailed
and ornamented temples and murals, and secondly, the naive, emotionally charged, post-Khmer Rouge, art-by-accessihility,”
said Matthew Tito Cuenca, who is helping to organize Christie's charity sale on March 11.

The changes brought by rapid economic growth and development are also influencing creative minds.

"You are seeing artists responding to socio-political implications with a great deal of urgency,” said Kate O'Hara, manager of
Romeet Gallery in Phnom Penh, who has seen increasing numbers of international collectors enter the country.

"The energy and motivation of these artists combine the traditional Carmbodian visual inage with new aesthetics to reflect
on contemporary issues that are local, but have global resonance.”

One such artist is Hour Seyha whose recent series Waiting for Sunrise explored his experience of child lasbour. In his early
teens he worked in Thailand, at times ilegally, to support his impoverished family. He returned to Cambodia zlone at 15.

Hour, who is now in his early 20s, lived in an orphanage before eventualy starting art classes at Battambang-based charity
Phare Ponleu Selpak. The organization, which began in 1986 in a refugee camp, has helped develop a3 generation of raw
talent.

Hour's highly emotive paintings — in muted yellows, reds and blues — are full of symbols of his time abroad. Footprints
represent wounds; flip-flops ilustrate slavery; red is a symbaol of fear. "I want to explin and make people understand about
the issues in society,” he said at a recent public talk.

Fellow Phare Ponleu Selpak alumni Mov Cheanick, whose work is currently on display at the Four Rising Talents from South-
East Asig exhibition at 10 Chancery Lane Gallery in Hong Kong, is also exploring the nature of modern society, using images
of US President Barack Obama in his Freedom series.

Christie's auction is to also focus on contemporary artwork with sale proceeds set to be donated to the non-governmental
organization Cambodian Living Arts. It helps support Cambodian art forms from traditional dancing to puppetry, many of
which were nearly wiped out under the cultural nihilism of the Khmer Rouge regime from 1975 to 1979.

With paintings and sculptures from some of Cambodia's best-known artists up for grabs, auction organizers said international
buyers are finding proxy bidders to snap up lots. Pieces set to be sold include work by contermnporary sculptor Pich Sopheap
and mask maker Sam Chanmonyroth.

In 2011, Christie's saw record sales of Asian art at 820.1 milion US dolars, a 17-per-cent increase on 2010.

Christie's auctioneer Lionel Gosset is to travel to Phnom Penh to hold the sale. He said he believes that as Cambodia opens
up, its "rich artistic movement” wil be seen.

"Young artists are already beginning to be recognized both in Europe and the United States,” he said.

"With quality work, recognition follows,” O'Hara said.
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Cambodia’s art revolution reaches global
market

Ellie Dyer | 2% February 2012 | 0 Comments

Phnom Penh: From the arworks of 4
the capital's burgeoning galleries to tweets
the distinct school of design evalving  sowmes
in the north-western town of lQ
Battambang, Cambodian art is increasingly
reaching a global market.

Cambodia's home-grown artists are showing in
major Asian cities such as Hong Kong and
Singapore, A season of Cambodian artis also
planned for Mew York in 2013 while auction

: house Christie’s is holding its first sale in the
Cambodian art taking on the world. Kingdom in March.

Central to the buzz that artists are beginning to attract are the diverse influences that have shaped their lives
and waork.

“Artists have two obvious wells of inspiration: first, Cambodia's glorious history of highly detailed and
ornamented temples and murals, and secondly, the naive, emotionally charged, post-Khmer Rouge, art-by-
accessibility,” said Matthew Tito Cuenca, who is helping to organize Christie's charity sale on March 11.

The changes brought by rapid economic growth and development are also influencing creative minds.

“fou are seeing arists responding to socio-political implications with a great deal of urgency,” said Kate
('Hara, manaager of Romeet Gallery in Phnom Penh, who has seen increasing numbers of international
collectars enter the country.

“The energy and motivation of these artists combine the fraditional Cambodian visual linage with new
aesthetics to reflect on contemporary issues that are local, but have global resonance.”

One such arist is Hour Seyha whose recent series Waiting for Sunrise explored his experience of child labaor.
In his early teens he worked in Thailand, attimes illegally, to support his impoverished family. He returned to
Cambodia alone at 15.

Haour, who is now in his early 205, lived in an orphanage before eventually staring art classes at Battambang-
pased charity Phare Ponleu Selpak. The aorganization, which began in 1986 in a refugee camp, has helped
develop a generation of raw talent.



Fellow Phare Ponleu Selpak alumni Mov Cheanick, whose work is currently on display at the Four Rising
Talents from South-East Asia exhibition at 10 Chancery Lane Gallery in Hong Konag, is also explaring the
nature of modern society, using images of U3 President Barack Obama in his Freedom series.

Christie’'s auction is to also focus on contempaorary artwork with sale proceeds setto be donated to the non-
governmental organization Cambodian Living Arts. It helps support Cambodian art forms from traditional
dancing to puppetry, many of which were nearly wiped out under the cultural nihilism of the Khmer Rouge
regime from 1975 to 1979,

With paintings and sculptures from some of Cambodia's best-known artists up for grabs, auction organizers
said international buyers are finding proxy bidders to snap up lots. Pieces setto be sold include work by
contemporary sculptor Pich Sopheap and mask maker Sam Chanmonyroth.

In 2011, Christie’'s saw recard sales of Asian art at 890.1 million U3 dollars, a 17-per-cent increase on 2010,

Christie’'s auctioneer Lionel Gosset is to travel to Phnom Penh to hold the sale. He said he believes that as
Cambodia opens up, its “rich artistic movement” will be seen.

“Young artists are already beginning to be recognized both in Europe and the United States,” he said.
“With quality work, recognition follows,” O'Hara said.
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HRISTIE'S fine art

auction house is

makmg its first ex-
cursion into Cam-
bodia to assist in the sale of

artworks at the annual Salon

des Createurs exhibition.
Forty works now on display
at No Problem, most created
by local artists, have been
chosen for auction on the
March 11, with proceeds to
benefit the local non-profit
organisation  Cambodian
Living Arts. :
Now in its third year, Salon
des Createurs is showcas-
ing crafts, silks, jewellery,
pottery, porcelain, masks,
swords and paintings.

Cambodian Living Arts has

worked to promote awareness
of the arts in Phnom Penh and
the provinces since 1998, and
the finances raised from the
auction will be used by CLA
for further arts activities.
Phe Sophon, a 29 year-old

artist who graduated from *

| Reyum Arts School in 2005,
designeda bed which will be
featured in the auction. The
piece, en “When we
are sieeping, we don't feel
scared. When we are full, we
are not hungry”, is the art-
ist's first piece to be chosen
for bidding.

“While [ was eating, the
_spoon that [ had in my-hand
gave me the idea for an art
piece. Then [ used spoons to
create my first artwork. But
for this bed, I used dresses,
iron and wood to create a
bed in the shape of spoon,”

Phe Sophon said of the piece
which will be up for bidding.

Em Riem, the artist who
owns the gallery X Em De-
sign, has had four of his

_pieces selected for the auc-

tion, including a painting of
a nun, an abstract painting
relating to the Khmer Rouge,
a bronze sculpture and a
woaden sculpture.

The reserve prices of bath
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of his pmntmgs are set at

$2000 while the sculptures

are at $1000.

“I'm proud that Christie’s
has ce)me’;he:e. I'm sure this
first time auction sale will en-

courage local artists to keep_

working harder because they

know that their pleces can be

sold,” he said.
Madeleine De Langalerie,
the organiser of Salon des

Em Himwilhmhwmpmmmrauﬁmonmrtﬁﬂ ‘Hnﬂrstllme Christie’s will hold an ancﬂnn in (hmhndia. ROTH MEAS.

Createurs, has wurkedhard to
‘brmg the famed international
auction house to Phnom Penh
in order to not only introduce
international collectors  to
Cambodian artists, but also to
give local artists a chance to
earn a livelihood.

“If Cambodian culture is in
a difficult situation, it is not
because Cambodians are not
creative,” said De Langalerie.

“Itis sadly because Cambodi-
an creators cannot live from
their artistic prnductmn

All the art work up for auc-
tion is being displayed from
March 3-10 between 1lam
and 8pm at No Problem, #55

‘Street 178. Entrance is free.

Items will be brought to the’
Sofitel Hotel on March 11 for the
auction, which begins at 3pm.
Bidders mustbe present. W



Date : 05-11 / 03/ 2012
Evénement :Le Salon des Créateurs
N° 110 : Paae : 38-39 :Volume 6

Economics
Today

A group of artists, artisans and fashion designers from Cambodia came up with the idea of Le Salon des Crea-
teurs. They were inspired by their culture and used products and commodities from the country in an attempt
to demonstrate Cambodia's capacity at producing objects, fashion, lighting and furniture of top quality.

More than 20 creators and designers have come together to bring alive a space in the heart of Phnom Penh
located in 2 unique and elegant colonial mansion and surrounded by a lush tropical garden.

[magination, beauty and humor join in on the fun thanks te these designers who let us discover unique objects
that are all made in Cambodia. &

Text provided by recreation-cambodia.com.
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Art Auction Benefitting Cambodian Living
“Season of Cambodia” - NYC 2013

HRIST

MARCH 11

PREVIEW AT 11:00AM

[A

www.recreation-cambodia.com

3:00PM AUCTION HELD AT:
SOFITEL

PHNOM PENH PHOKEETHRA
26 OLD AUGUST SITE, SOTHEAROS BOULEVARD
PHNOM PENH, CAMBODIA
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Hungeree

eat, think, live

12 Christie’s charity auction in Cambodia

MAR/12  cqmpodian Minister of Commerce Cham Prasidh admires a Matthew Tito Cuenca painting of a monk on display at a charity
auction in Phnom Penh, Cambaodia, on March 11, 2012. Christie's held a special auction in Cambodia with all proceeds

benefiting the Cambodian Living Arts organization which supports the Cambodian arts community.

Photo credit: Mak Remissa [/ EPA
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Perhaps this is nothing more
than a PR stunt to counteract
some of the recent bad press
that major auction houses like
Christie's and Sotheby's have
received of late in regards to
Southeast Asian antiquities,

= o but this art (brought to my

ﬁjmzj: ISSPFRPISISI attention by colleague Tess

s
ME c

. Davis), is worth sharing. It

DIARN LIVING A
concerns a recent auction

held in Phnom Penh by Christie's, in which recently produced

pieces of contemporary Khmer art (mostly sculpture and

painting), made by some of Cambodia's best up-and-coming

artists. They were sold off purely to raise money for the NGO
, @ subsidiary project of the

CLA enjoys a 14 year long history of helping to revitalize
Cambodia's "intangible" cultural heritage, and is, according to
their website, founded by and maintained by Khmer/ethnic
minority individuals; both the masters who teach and the
students who take instruction. Their logo above left captures
their commitment to teaching both traditional dance and
music {instrumental and vocal). Especially commendable to
me is their scholarship program for high school-University
students (in collaboration with the Ministry of Culture), as
well as their commitment to including English and computer
literacy to all their students, especially those from remote
rural villages. As a 'home grown' way to continue to respond
to the tragedies of the Khmer Rouge (that killed off 90% of
the ethnic Khmer artists, let alone those of minority groups),
these days it appears to be getting increasingly positive
publicity and recognition nationally and internationally. It's
multi-media show will even play New
York City in 2013!

Of course, noble charity events like this do not excuse
otherwise notorious auction houses of past crimes or
current/future transgressions in regards to the selling of
recently looted or insufficiently provenanced antiquities.
However, their willingness to attach their name to this at
least demonstrates that someone in their employ or board of
directors is not solely concerned with profits, and I think
they should be given the benefit of the doubt re their
motives in this instance. Considering all the money such
auction houses have made from the wholesale destruction of
tangible heritage, giving some of it back to help preserve the
intangible (itself arguably as finite as the archaeological
record) is the least they can do.
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Auction closes on high note
March 13th, 2012, The Phnom Penh Post, Uncategorized

This past Sunday afternoon, while the rest of Phnom Penh's residents hid from the sweltering heat, a steady stream of cars

and motos made their way down a long accces road, flanked by green lawn and tennis courts.

Alighting at the Sofitel Phokeetra on the Tonle Bassac river, an assortment of artists, art collectors and the curious gathered
for a Cambodian first: the sale of works by the country’s pre-eminent artists, conducted by the 250 year-old British auction
house Christie’s.

Surrounding the 350 guests seated in the luxury hotel’s grand ballroom were 40 pieces by more than 20 Cambodian artists,
with everything from papier mache sculptures of Buddhist iconography to acrylic and metal renderings of colonial-era

architecture donated for the auction.

Christie’s did not take a fee for conducting the day's proceedings; proceeds of the art sales will be used to fund future

projects organised by the NGO Cambodian Living Arts.

Within an hour of the auctioneer’s ascent to the podium, all 40 lots had been scooped up by a handful of bidders,

notwithstanding some slight technical difficulties.

More than $40,000 was raised for Cambodian Living Arts in the process. ..

Sean Gleeson P17

http/fwww phnompenhpost.com/findex php/201 2031354992/ Lifestyle/auction-closes-on-high-note.html
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Khmer Fine Art

Christie’s Auction Phnom Penh Results

March 13th, 2012 | Posted by Admin in Auction Houge | Cambodian Artist | Christie's | Contemporary
Khmer Fine Art | Modern | New | 5§

Ads by Google House Auction Auction House Christies Auction

Christie's Cambodia Auction Phnom Penh

Location: Sofitel Phokeetra on the Tonle Bassac river, Phnom Penh
Guests/Bidders: 350

Woarks up for auction: 40

Artists: 20 different artists

Amount raised for charity: 540,000 for the NGO Cambodian Living Arts

Christie's auction in Cambodia thrived! All the works were picked up by bidders in little more than an hour.

The biggest sale ofthe afternoon belonged to 41 year-old artist Sopheap Pich. He studied in America and France
hefore resettling in Cambadia ten years ago. Sopheap's sold his two-metre tall rattan palm vine which was subjected
to a frenzied round of bidding. The final price for the work was $9000, three times the amount estimated by auction
house.

Four works by Em Riem sold for a grand total of $4500.

Avery successful day of auctioning for Cambodian arists. Christie’s took no fee in setting up the auction. There is a
bright future for the art scene in Camobdia
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Cambodiawon the Art Market

Theartwork "My mother isSick" by Hour Seyha 2011.. Foto: Kate O'Hara, Romeet Gallery

Cambodia won the Art M arket

A new tip circulates among connoisseurs: Cambodia. While in Phnom Penh, the capital of the Southeast Asian
kingdom, the galleries sprout from the floor to find Cambodian paintings, sculptures, masks and more and more
buyers in the art cities of New York and London.

Among the international collectors the recognition of young artists from the hot, humid tropical country between
Thailand and Vietnam, is growing.

One of them is Seyha Hour. In his mid-twenties he shares his fate with that of many young people in Cambodia.
In his paintings Hour pictures years of child labor: Early on, he had to leave his home in Thailand and do hard
work, sometimes illegally, to support his impoverished family. At 15, he returned to Cambodia alone. For a
while he lived in the orphanage. Then he came to Battambang.


http://global-art-magazin.de/en/biography/images/cambodia-won-the-art-market/cambodia-won-the-art-market-0.jpg�
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There he found the organization, "Phare Ponleu Selpak™ (The brightness of art) and took a brush in his hand for
the first time. In 1986 a refugee camp on the Thai-border-based organization wanted to help children and the
youth to paint the horrors experienced by the soul. But now it has taken a whole generation of young artists.

Hour is one of them, an artist from Battambang, the province in western Cambodia, known only as the "rice
basket" of the country. Today, its artists have made what constitutes Cambaodia's burgeoning art scene: the mix
of a thousand years of tradition and modernity losbrechender personal war experiences and hope.

"We see artists who respond to the social and economic changes," said Kate O'Hara, Head of Romeet gallery in
the capital Phnom Penh. She has also exhibited Hour's paintings. With muted reds, blues and yellows, as well as
with selected motifs Hour processed its horrors: footprints symbolize wounds; paints Hour flip-flops, he has in
mind, slavery, red stands for fear.

Hour's recent series is called "Waiting for Sunrise™. "'l want to explain and make people understand about the
issues in society" he said recently in a panel discussion. More and more collectors from abroad want to listen to
him and other artists, so it seems. Because they go in and out of Cambodia galleries, says O'Hara.

"The artists have two sources of inspiration,” says Matthew Tito Cuenca by the London auction house Christie's.
He organized the first Christie's auction in Cambodia, held in mid-March. "One is the glorious history of
Cambodia with its highly detailed and ornate temples and murals, and on the other hand, the naive, accessible,
emotionally charged art of the post-Khmer Rouge era.”

The Khmer Rouge's reign of terror ended in 1979. It was marked by torture, executions, forced labor and
starvation. More than 1.8 million people died. The regime had brutally tried to create a communist agrarian
society. Cambodia is Recovering from the effects of this time slowly.

The more the country opens itself, the more its "rich art movement" finds attention, says Lionel Gosset,
Christie's. New York is devoted to a series of events throughout 2013 in the visual arts, music and dance, theater
and film from Cambodia. "In Europe, as well as in the United States young artists have already begun to push for
recognition.”

Ellie Dyer, dpa
English translation: Global Art Magazine
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designs

‘Salon des Createurs’ ups the ante this year, putting

hen Madeleine de Langalerie

came up with the idea of a de-

signers’ show in 2010, a few
people were skeptical.

As a television executive who set up the
broadeast network for French television
TV5 throughout Asia and Australia, she
had nothing to prove in the media field.
But she had no track record with design
events like the one she proposed to stage.

So while a few designers and artists
joined in, others decided to wait and see
how successful this first “Salon des Crea
teurs” would be before committing.

Ms. de Langalerie’s goal was to show-
case designers who have set up workshops
in which they create unique products with
Cambodian apprentices, running their
operations as businesses rather than as
NGOs. The first show, held in February
2010, featured about 12 designers.

The second one, in March 2011, involved
at least 20 designers, as some who had hes-
itated the first year decided to take part.
The week-long event, which attracted
1,500 people, helped define what this show
was meant to be: a showcase for new cre-
ations rather than a marketplace to sell
products, Ms. de Langalerie explained.
Participants — all either Cambodians, or
foreigners based in Cambodia — were
asked to present designs or artworks

Cambodian creations on the auction block.

BY MICHELLE VACHON AND KUCH NAREN ® THE CAMBODIA DAILY

never before shown in Cambaodia in order
to build pride in Cambodian creativity, she

The third “Salon des Createurs,” opening
Saturday morning, includes nearly 25 de-
sigmers and artists.

As in previous years, the event is being
held at No. 55, Street 178, in a large villa of
French-Khmer design built around 1915
that the investment firm CilyStar now uses
as an office and offered for the show.

While the first salon was more of a na-
tional affair and the second atiracted some
internationally renowned participants —
such as Romyda Keth's fashion house Am-
bre, designer Em Riem and artist Sopheap
Pich — this third salon will close on March
11 on a decidedly international note.

Some of the creations exhibited will be
auctioned in Phnom Penh by the Paris of-
fice of Christie’s auction house. Lionel Gos-
set, auctioneer and director of Christie's
inventory department in Paris, will personal
Iy handle the auction.

Funds raised at the auction will be donat-
ed to Cambodia Living Arts, which helps
master artists teach traditional music and
arts in poor neighborhoods and is planning
a major Cambodian contemporary art festi-
val in New York next year.

The idea of holding an auction came
about as Ms, de Langalerie was looking for

LIONEL GOSSET

away to help promote Cambodia's design-
ers and artists on a larger scale. 1 thought
that a very high-caliber auction might be a
solution, or at least serve as an indicator ...
to help assess Cambaodian works' value on
an international scale,” she said.

Mr. Gosset agreed to the project. Not
only does he see international sale potential
in the works to be offered in the auction, but
international collectors are increasingly in-
terested in Asian art, he said. .
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Sopheap Pich

Peap Tarr and Liso Mam

Siv Channa

A detail of an
IT!'E:BH?.R gown
(above right) by
fashion designer
Romyda Keth; a
detail of a work
(left) by artists
Peap Tarr and
Lisa Mam.



PORTRAIT OF AN ARTIST

LIM MUY THEAM

For this vear's design show, “Salon des
Createurs,” Lim Muy Theam decided to cre-
ate a series of multicolored fish, geckos and
lizards to be set up along walls as if they were
swimming or climbing. Last year, he con-
tributed a lively horde of minielephants that
filled a corner of the garden outside the
show's exhibition hall

Those playful design objects could not be
more different from his paintings now exhibit-
ed at the Institut Francais. These huge, haunt-
ing works of unusually rich tones and textures
grip viewers by the throat, so strong are the
emotions they project. “1 annoy people be-
cause they cannot say whether I'm a designer,
an artist or a craftsman,” said Mr. Lim, who
goes by the name of Theam.

In his series al the Institut Francais entitled
“Alteration, Alienation,” the line gets blurred
between reality and scenes long past, today's
people and the shadowy figures of those now
gone. Theam's play on color adds to the jusxta-
position of people and images from different
times. In “Woman sitting on a metal bed,” for
instance, the elderty woman and the bed ap-
pear in gray against the reddish vellow wall
and the white and yellow tiles. She is in the for-
mer Khmer Rouge torture center Tuol Sleng,
and it is unclear whether she is a former vic-
tim or a visitor of today.

In the painting “Jumping at Trapeang
Thmor,” people in modem clothing sitting on
the: bridge and the scenery are in gray tones,
while a man wearing only shorts and falling in
the dam is painted in vivid red and brown, a ref
erence to the thousands of people who died in
the course of dam building in Pol Pot's time.

Emotions dictate Theam’s color choices. In
“The Meeting,” a multi-stary building in pale
yellow and gray stands in the background

» “Asian arts are one of the driving forces in
world sales,” he said in an email. “For 2011,
the [Asian art sales] world figure reached
$890 million — a 17 percent increase com-
pared to 2010.”

Christie’s overall art sales totaled $3.2 billion
in the first half of 2011.

Asian art sales, Mr. Gosset added, “is a mar-
ket that has not stopped growing over the last
decade and keeps on expanding in a search for
the perfection of paintings, porcelains, sculp-
tures and art objects from past centuries as well
as in the area of Southeast Asian artists’ con-
temporary art.”

Among coniributors to the auction, Sopheap
Pich will present a giant, rattan wall sculplure of
a morning glory — a flower so fragile that it
dies nearly immediately when picked, only
blooms for a few brief hours, and served as pre-
cious food for people in the years of the Khmer
Rouge, he explained.

Sculphures of moming glories also featured
in his one-man exhibition in New York in
December.

against an orange sky while people in white
and gray wait, sitting on the ground or stand-
ing. This is the house of the late Khmer
Rouge leader Ta Mok in Takeo province,
Theam said. “I shivered when I visited that
gigantic apartment building that this killer had
dared built,” he said.

‘The timeconsuming technique — as much
an art as a craft — that Theam developed to
make those scenes gave him the mental space
to bring out of his subconscious images of an
era he barely remembers.

As he worked, he said, “1 tried to feel more, to

SALON DES CREATEURS

WHEN

The show opens on Saturday,
March 3, and is open daily from
11 a.m. to 8 p.m. through March
10. Admission is free.

WHERE
No. 55, Street 178

THE AUCTION

The auction starts at 3 p.m. on
Sunday, March 11, at the Sofitel
Phnom Penh Phokeethra hotel.

Romyda Keth — who took part in last year's
event — has decided to stage a whole scene
on the theme of a very feminine boudoir in
which light and mirrors will highlight tones of

comprehend those obsessions of mine.”

For instance, there is a Buddhist mum in sev
eral paintings. “This old lady standing up, 1
believe it was probably my grandmother. My
mother says no, but I say ves,” he said.

Born in November 1968, Theam's child-
hood memories of the Khmer Rouge are but
vague remembrances of being in children's
camps that were moved every few months. He
has recollections of lying down sick, and gels
inexplicably uncomfortable, even frightened,
when il rains or the sun goes down.

“Considering my age and my personal

silver and steel, pink and turquoise, explained
designer Thomas Jaffré, who works directly
with her.

Catherine Théron of Kashaya Silk, who is
now on her third show, has set up a hlack-and-
white installation featuring Cambodian fabric
that is half silk and half either cotton, organza
or hemp cloth in order to illustrate texture,
she said.

New participants include 60-year-old Ke
Vichet, who creates sculptures and objects in
silver and copper. Mr. Vichet is one of the rare
artists to survive the Pol Pot regime and
helped rebuild the country’s cultural instit-
tions in the 1980s — he studied painting and
sculpture at the Royal University of Fine Arts
in the 1960s.

The pieces he is exhibiling are based on tra-
ditional Cambodian motifs, he said.

“We have our identity, a precious herilage,
rich culture and styles. Therefore it's important
to develop creative design based on the fimda
mentals of Khmer classical styles and present
them to the world," Mr. Vichet said.



‘Dam of Trapeéang Thmor 2’

experience, 1 don't have the right to say that [
lived the Khmer Rouge; I don't have the right
to say that I suffered,” Mr. Theam said.

“And yet, 1 still suffer from it today, and
many people from my generation still suffer....
‘We did not have a childhood. Can this be con-
sidered suffering? We were not killed, it's
something to be happy about.... Still, they stole

In Phnom Penh with his family at the Khmer
Rouge takeover in April 1975, he was in
Battambang province when his mother res-
cued him from a children’s camp in 1978, They
were among the first post-Khmer Rouge
refugees to arrive in Thailand, and by February
1980, had been accepted in France as refugees.

For years, Theam could not speak. He was

Artist Phe Sophon, who trained at the Reyum
Instifute Arts School, was inspired by the Carm-
bodian popular saying “Eating enough can stop
hunger, sleeping stops fear,” he said. He de-
signed a bed in the shape of a noodle spoon,
making this a highly stylized black base with a
purple cushion. “For me, the salon is a rare
chance of showing my artworks before a local
and international audience,” he said.

Among other new artists at the show are the
group of Cambodian sculptors, Tales of Ang-
kor, from Siem Reap city, who create sculp-
tures based on Angkorian themes; French
artist Jean-Michel Couillet-Jeannin, who cre-
ates small sculptures out of semi-precious
stones, steel, silver, bronze, wood and even
stone, which he signs JMCJ; and Filipino-
American fashion designer and artist Matthew
Cuenca, who will present some of his three-
dimensional portraits.

On March 11, the artworks to be auctioned
will be on public display from 11 a.m. to 2 pm.
at the Sofitel Phnom Penh Phokeethra hotel.
The auction starts at 3 p.m. at the hotel.

Loven Raomos

able to fimction normally and attend school, but
was incapable of uttering words. It was only
when a French couple took him under their
wing — they were music teachers — and sent
him to speech therapy that he was able to start
speaking again at 18. He went on to obtain a
first university degree in interior-design archi-
tecture and left Paris to return to Cambodia one
month short of completing his master’s degree
in fine arts in April 1995,

Theam was earning a good living in Siem
Reap selling sketches to tourists when he was
asked to join the Artisans d'Angkor in Siem
Reap city in 1996, an arts and crafis organization
he left in 2010 to open his own art and design
studio and showroom there.  *

“As | started painting again, | did not want to

ALTERATION, ALIENATION

* The exhibition by artist Lim
Muy Theam, known as Theam,
runs through March at the

Institut Francais.

do as I had done 15 years earlier, that is, with a
brush and color one applies on canvas ... be-
cause | was finding this artistically too con-
trolled,” Theam said. “T wanted (o escape this
control of oneself to let myself work as the
moment would take me, as the unpredictable
would come up ... so that T could make people
fee] those emotions that are hard (o express.”

The technique he developed entails a long
process and the help of his team of 24 at the
studio. Using medium-density fiberboards —a
manmade type of wood board — as canvas,
Theam first outlines the scene with acrylic
paint. He then sands some of the paint with
sandpaper, reapplies paint and sands again,
repeating this process countless times until he
feels that the painting is done.

Because sanding makes the paint less stable
on the board, a very thick coat of synthetic lac-
quer is applied and left to dry for three or four
days to seal it in place. The surface is sanded
one last time to minimize the shine of the lac-
quer and remove any imperfections.

As the final step, a team of workers polish the
work with the palm of their hands, a process
that can easily take half a day due to the size of
the works, which can be as big as 2.5 square
meters, Theam said. Once finished, viewers
can touch the smooth surface of his paintings
without damaging themn, he added.

Theam's next series will be on displacement
during the Pot Pol regime.

“For me, this theme of displacement is cru-
cial in what we could call the Khmer Rouge's
film seript,” he said.

A metal and
canvas bed in
the shape of a
noodle spoon
designed by
artist Phe

| Sophon.




LOVEN RAMOS

An artwork entitled “The Building’ by artist Theam. The Buddhist nun shown above is a recurring figure in his paintings, which he cannot
fully explain. His series, “Alteration, Alienation,’ runs through March at the Institut Francais. (Sce story on page 18)
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